
l e s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n f e r e n c e

Creating value in tomorrow’s smart economy 
– towards 2020 and beyond

b r u s s e l s ,  b e l g i u m  2015 

On the way to Europe 2020 and its ambitious targets, 2015 will be a year of many challenges 

including on the front of economic recovery. This is true for all parts of the world.

•  How will R&D, tech transfer and licensing support our strategy to become a smarter, 

more sustainable and more inclusive economy by then?

•  What are the new ways industry and research institutes implement in order to deliver 

smarter innovation for energy, transport or medicine?

•  How are fundamental changes such as big data, 3D printing and e-trade affecting 

traditional IP and tech transfer business models?

Let’s explore these together as we discuss the role of licensing in value creation 

for the smart society of the future.

www. lesi2015. org/registration. htm

lesi 2015
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A d v a n c i n g  t h e  B u s i n e s s  o f  I n t e l l e c t u a l  P r o p e r t y  G l o ba  l l y

GLOBAL 
NEWS

The beginning of a new year is always 
a time to have a retrospective look 

on the past one. Year 2014 was very 
rich for LES France, with the organiza-
tion of six great events, including the 
Young Members Committee event in 
Paris, and three webinars. Those events 
were occasions for meetings with pas-
sionate speakers, for interesting de-
bates, and of course, networking with 
great professionals.

Let me just take a moment to de-
scribe some seminars that you may 
have missed, hoping that it will make 
you want to join us the next time. All 
the LES members, independently of 
the country where they are registered, 
are more than welcome to participate 
in our events.
1. Webinars

Three webinars took place in Janu-
ary, June and November. The first one 
was dealing with “Loss of Opportunity 
and Possibility for Economic Damages.” 
The two others were initiating a cycle 
of webinars about the royalty clauses. 
One was entitled, “Economic Method-
ology to Evaluate a Royalty Rate” and 
the other, “Contractual Technique and 
Pitfall when Drafting a Royalty Clause.” 
Two more webinars will be held during 
2015 in the same cycle.
2. World IP Day (April 29, 2014)

As we traditionally do, we organized 
a seminars to celebrate the World IP 

LES France 2014, 
continued on Page 5

LES France— 
A Look Back 
At 2014
By Frederic Foubert

Arnaud Michel, President of LESI speaking at the LES France Annual Meeting. Emanuel Gouge, Pres-
ident of LES France and Alfred Chaouat, Past President of LES France seated at the head table.

Day. This year we invited speakers to 
share their experience on “Innovations 
and Business Successes.” We also dis-
cussed the business model of Nokia, 
wondering how Nokia could rise like a 
phoenix through innovation. We also 

LES France 2015 Board of Directors.

had a very interesting presentation 
about how the America Invents Act 
could impact licensing strategies, and 
what information we could get, in at-
tack or in defense.
3. Health and E-Technologies 

(May, 15, 2014)
Our life science group 

held a seminar to explore 
the questions of health busi-
ness models at the time of 
the explosion of e-technol-
ogies through two main de-
bates about “The Hospital 
in an E-Health Environ-
ment” and “The Industrial 
Partnership in E-Health.”
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Quick Links:

www.lesi.org

www.lesi.org/les-nouvelles

www.lesi.org/les-societies

www.les-europe.org

www.les-asiapacific.org

We request contributions from all soci-
eties and individuals about important 
events, changes in the law in your coun-
try or region, conferences, annual meet-
ings, board changes, and the like from 
your society. You can submit articles 
or announcements to the editor or use 
the form on the website at the following 
address: www.lesi.org/les-societies/les-
global-news/submission-form.
Deadlines: January 15, April 15, July 15 
and October 15

Editor: Larry Plonsker, 10580 Northgreen Dr., 
Wellington, FL 33449 • Email: editor@LESI.org

Call For Content

LESI—
A Worldwide Family
By Arnaud Michel, 
President, LES International

Dear friends of LES around the world, 

Let me first wish you again an excellent upcoming year, whatever your calendar 
is. LES is a worldwide family and we are always happy to celebrate together.

Very sadly, we have suffered horrible events in my country these past 
weeks. Thank you for all the messages of support from our LES friends to 
LES France and its members. They warmed our hearts and showed how 
much LES has helped us along the past fifty years to understand and appreci-
ate our differences. They make our community closer and stronger. We are 
an example to follow.

Last December I visited LES Arab Countries, where I received an impres-
sive welcome from our friends there. The President of LES Arab Countries, 
our esteemed friend, Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh, has managed with all his soci-
ety members to bring the IP awareness to a very high level. This society is 
deeply involved in the various research and development programs promot-
ing IP in the region. The goal is clearly to work and make this part of the 
world one of the leading high tech platforms in the world.

This is again a good example that LES, wherever we are in the world, is 
always deeply tied to industry and the business community, and keen to take 
an active part in building the future.

We are smart, very smart.
This will be the theme of our International Conference in Brussels, April 

12 to 15, 2015. No doubt many of you will attend, so we can think and work 
together to build a smarter future world. No doubt we will also have plenty 
of fun as friends should always have.

I am looking forward to welcoming you in Brussels. ■

Inside LES Global News

Highlights 
–Pages 1-8, 10-17

Meetings & Delegates, Advertisers
–Pages 9, 18, 23, 27-30

In Memoriam
—Page 25

Society News, Committee Reports
–Pages 19-26

Copyright ©2015
Licensing Executives Society International Arnaud Michel, LES International President, and H.E. Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh, LES AC 

President, at the December LES Arab Countries meeting. See more on Page 20.

http://www.lesi.org
http://www.lesi.org/les-nouvelles
http://www.lesi.org/les-societies
http://www.les-europe.org
http://www.les-asiapacific.org
http://www.lesi.org/les-societies/les-global-news/submission-form
http://www.lesi.org/les-societies/les-global-news/submission-form
www.lesi.org/les-societies/news-from-les-societies-blue-pages/submission-form.
mailto:editor%40LESI.org?subject=editor%20Larry
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LESI Board Winter 
Planning Meeting 
By James Sobieraj, LESI President-Elect

While a bright sun was warming the beaches of Cancun, 
Mexico on Sunday, January 25th, thirty-five members 

of the LESI leadership team spent the entire day in a win-
dowless conference room working on ways to improve the 
LESI value proposition. The attendees included the LESI 
Board, several past presidents, national presidents and com-
mittee chairs. The agenda for this Winter Planning Meeting 
was three-fold: first, to review the various deliverables (i.e., 
a service or benefit that LESI offers to its members) that 
make up the LESI value proposition; second to prioritize 
those deliverables; and third to identify specific things we 
can do to improve the four deliverables of the LESI value 
proposition that have the highest priority. 

During the morning, a current or past 
committee chair or Board member led a 
discussion on a specific deliverable that 
is part of the overall LESI value proposi-
tion discussion. We addressed 11 differ-
ent deliverables that LESI provides to its 
members, and spent 15-20 minutes dis-
cussing how each different deliverable 
contributes to the LESI value proposition 
for existing and prospective members of 
LES Societies. 

At the end of the morning session, each attendee com-
pleted a ballot containing a list of each deliverable discussed. 
The attendee could assign a ranking from 1 to 10 (10 be-
ing the highest) for each deliverable. After all of the votes 
were tallied, the total scores for each deliverable reflected 
its respective priority. The four highest ranked deliverables 
would help us answer the question, “What should be the 
focus of our limited time and money during the next LESI 
year?” After the votes were counted, the deliverables with 
the highest vote tallies were meetings, publications, com-
munications and education. The attendees then spent the 
afternoon exchanging ideas on how LESI can improve on 
these deliverables. A discussion leader for each of these top 
four deliverables will prepare a report that summarizes the 
key points made during the discussion, and present an ac-
tion plan with a timeline and milestones for implementing 
improvements. These actions plans then will be reviewed by 
the LESI Board of Directors, and then presented to the LESI 
Board of Delegates.

Many thanks to all of those who took time from their per-
sonal and business calendars to attend the Winter Planning 
Meeting. They all made important contributions to LESI. ■

LESI And WIPO Working Together
e-TISC is the Social Media Tool put in place by the 
Technology and Innovation Support Centers sup-
ported by WIPO. It has allowed LESI-IUGT commit-
tee members to actively contribute to a constructive 
exchange of knowledge by taking part in its “Ask The 
Expert” online chat. Up until now, IUGT committee 
members have provided presentations on topics in 
their field of expertise. Sophie Treuthardt, who was 
working in the technology transfer office at Lausanne 
University and University Hospital, discussed the 
“Specificities of Licensing from the Point of View of 
an Academic Institution.” Her presentation attracted 
participants from various countries from both hemi-
spheres and gave rise to interesting questions regard-

ing technology transfer and IP management in the 
context of global development, notably concerning the 
applicability of the developed countries’ model to the 
developing world. Sophie also attempted to provide 
a few practical suggestions on the approaches to be 
adopted in order to improve the efficacy of the tech 
transfer offices in unfavorable environments.

To summarize, without offering clear solutions to 
the structural problems that the developing coun-
tries are facing, this exchange clearly identified the 
challenges of today’s generation in this field. “This 
experience gave me the opportunity to rethink my 
job from a new perspective, which indeed was re-
warding,” reported Sophie. ■

LES International Board, Past-Presidents, National Presidents and 
Committee Chairs meet in Cancun.

James Sobieraj,
LESI President-Elect
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upcoming UPC and Unitary Patent on licensing” etc. This 
day finished in a restaurant at the Eifel Tower… and even 
later for those who decided to pay a visit to the Parisian 
pubs.
8. General Assembly and Licensing (December 2, 2014) 

We traditionally close the year with the General Assembly 
of LES France and took this opportunity to have several pre-
sentations, in addition to the voting session. For instance, we 
discussed “New IP Monetization Models,” “Real Option The-
ory Applied to Licensing,” “How to Insure IP Risks,” and “The 
Impact of Bankruptcy on License Agreements.” As we usually 
do, we had a presentation on recent IP case law in Europe, 
and we finished with a topic on “Employability in IP.”

2014 was a very dense year in terms of number of events 
organized. We will try our best to make 2015 as successful 
and we will gladly welcome you at those events.

Please do not hesitate to interact with us on http://
www.les-france.org or via our twitter account @LES_France 
(in English or French). ■

LES France 2014, continued from Page 1

4. Mock Trial Before the Unified Patent Court (May 
22, 2014)

Organized by the “Union pour la juridiction unifiée du 
brevet,” of which LES France is a member, a simulation of 
a trial was held to understand the procedure before this 
new jurisdiction.
5. Defend Trade Secrets, Toward a New European 
Regulation, Opportunities and Risks (September 23, 
2014).

This afternoon was jointly organized with the Fédération 
des Industries Mécaniques (FIM), IRPI and LES France. We 
had the chance to welcome representatives from the Euro-
pean Union, industrial companies and an advocate to see 
the evolution of the upcoming regulation regarding trade 
secrets and know-how.
6. FRAND, Towards New Rules? How the IP World is 
Impacted (October 16, 2014)

This matinee was the occasion of really interesting dis-
cussions about recent developments on FRAND and es-
sential patents. The debates were held in English and 
were the occasion of the confrontation of points of view 
from the industry (Philips and Technicolor), ETSI, aca-
demic research (Mines Paris Tech), and an advocate.
7. 2nd Pan-European LESI Young Members Event 
(November 14, 2014)

An unforgettable event for the luckiest who had the 
chance to participate, LES France welcomed the 2nd Pan-
European LESI Young Members Event, gathering more 
than 110 participants from 14 countries. Apart from in-
tense networking, we had excellent presentations and 
roundtables about various topics, such as “Boost Your Ca-
reer and Become a Killer in Licensing,” “EU Directive Pro-
posal on Know-How and Trade Secret,” “Impact of the 

Presentations during the LES France Annual Meeting.

Certified Licensing Professionals, 
Inc. (CLP) announced today that 

40 professionals in licensing and tech-
nology transfer passed the CLP exam 
and earned the credential during the 
October 2014 exam window. 

“We enthusiastically welcome these 
newly certified individuals to the CLP 
community and congratulate them on 
their achievement,” said Robin Rasor, 
MS, CLP, chair of the CLP Board of Gov-
ernors and Managing Director of Li-
censing at the University of Michigan. 
“Earning the CLP distinction helps to 
establish these individuals’ advanced 

40 Professionals Earn CLP In October 2014

By Cynthia Allen

knowledge and experience within the 
licensing industry, and demonstrates a 
commitment to personal career goals 
and to the industry as a whole.”

In addition to the United States, can-
didates from Australia, Belgium, Can-
ada, China, Denmark, Egypt, France, 
India, Netherlands, Singapore, Slovenia 
and Turkey took the exam. 

Continued Ms. Rasor, “It’s encour-
aging to note that the benefits of CLP 
certification now span the globe. This 
year we have seen an increase in the 
number of exam takers and certifi-
cants, as well as the number of repre-

sented countries. One of CLP’s goals is 
to educate licensing professionals on the 
value of certification—we’re pleased to 
see this happening not only throughout 
the U.S. but worldwide.”

The individuals who passed the CLP 
exam have demonstrated their knowl-
edge and skill by meeting strict eligibil-
ity requirements, including experience 
and education, and passing a rigorous 
examination containing 150 multiple-
choice questions. 

A registry of individuals holding the CLP 
credential is available on the CLP Web site 
at www.licensingcertification.org. ■

http://www.les-france.org
http://www.les-france.org
@LES_France
www.licensingcertification.org.
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Student Teams Across the Globe Anxiously Await 
2015 Competition Finalist Announcement 

This month, student teams from Egypt, Singapore, India 
and the United States are among dozens of participat-

ing teams anxiously waiting to hear if they will advance to 
the May Finals of the 2015 LES Foundations Graduate 
Student Business Plan Competition.

For over a decade, the LES Foundation has been spread-
ing the good word of licensing and intellectual property 
strategy to entrepreneurially-minded students across the 
globe through its international competition. Education 
and mentorship are pillars of the event, which focuses ex-
clusively on IP-based business plans that are supported by 
strategies for commercialization. 

2015 participants have been enjoying unparalleled re-
sources, mentor support and the newly-added IP Services 
Showcase, which is allowing them to sample services for 
free during the competition process to assess how they 
might suit future business needs.

Again this year, the event has attracted a highly com-
petitive pool of participants who are showcasing innova-
tive technologies and services in their quest to capture 
the $10,000 Grand Prize, the $5,000 LES International 
Global Award and this year’s inaugural LES Members’ 
Choice Award. 

In April, LES members will be invited to view a handful 
of finalist team video presentations online and to cast 
their votes for their favorite student-driven start-up. A 
tally of the votes will culminate in the first LES Members’ 
Choice Award winner being announced, along with the 
Grand Prize winner and Global Award recipient, at the 
2015 LES (USA & Canada) Spring Meeting in La Jolla, 
California in May. Watch the LESI website, LinkedIn and 
Twitter for more details about the finalists and how to ac-
cess team videos and vote. 

“Each year we work to increase the value proposition 
for student participants,” said Robert McInnes, Vice Pres-
ident for International Outreach, LES Foundation Board of 
Trustees. “In addition to the new IP Showcase and Mem-

bers’ Choice Award, we are actively working to connect 
students with their chapters and national societies and are 
asking society presidents to invite the students to an LES 
function where they can make professional connections 
and experience the wonderful collegiality of LES. The Com-
petition provides a superb opportunity to make a difference 
in the lives of young professionals, while also infusing a 
new generation of vibrant, young IP professionals into the 
field and the LES community worldwide.”

Over the past decade hundreds of student-driven start-
ups have entered the Competition, and a number have 
chosen to join the Society after their highly-rewarding 
LES experiences. Please visit www.lesfoundation.org to 
hear video testimonials and to read updates from some 
past participants. ■

Nov. 1, 2014 – March 1, 2015 
	 Mentors and Service Providers 
	 Assist Teams

Jan. 4 – March 1, 2015 
	 Business Plan Submissions

March 1 – March 24, 2015 	
	 First Round Judging

March 29, 2015
	 Finalists Announced

April 2015	 Cast your vote for the 
	 LES Members’ Choice Award 

March 30 – April 28, 2015 	
	 Mentors and Service Providers 
	 Assist Finalist Teams

May 2015 	 VIRTUAL Competition Finals 
	 and announcement of winners
	 LES (USA & Canada) 
	 Annual Meeting, La Jolla, CA

Event Features NEW IP Services Showcase, Members’ Choice Award and Closer National Society Ties

2015 Competition Timeline

www.lesfoundation.org
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We are the patent and technology research company

 Exploit it Quickly.
Technology is Perishable. 

www.e-mergeglobal.com

 Patent Search Services
 White Space Analysis
 Portfolio Analysis
 Portfolio Management
 Landscaping Studies

 Technology/Innovation Research
 Claim Charting/Infringement Analysis
 Patent Licensing Support Services
 Patent Due Diligence
 Patent Drafting

USA: 1-888-247-1618
India: +91-44-2231 0321

contact@e-mergeglobal.com

Reach us
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It is with great pleasure that LES Malaysia welcomes you to 
the LES Asia Pacific Regional Conference which will be held 

in Malaysia’s capital city, Kuala Lumpur, from 30 September to 
2 October 2015. The theme for this year’s Conference will be 
“Game Changing Licensing Strategies—Navigating the Chal-
lenges Ahead,” which we hope will provide LES members from 
all over the world a forum to discuss the latest developments 
in the IP world and to explore business opportunities.

The LES Asia Pacific Regional Conference 2015 holds in store 
exciting topics which are currently trending in IP licensing, in-
cluding topics on animation, fashion, agriculture as well as sports 
and merchandising. At the same time, the Conference will ex-
plore conventional and ongoing issues in IP, such as licensing 
strategies and dispute resolution in the licensing context. 

As a multicultural country, Malaysia is a melting pot of cul-
tures, tastes and sights. The conference will be at Doubletree 
by Hilton in the heart of the vibrant city of Kuala Lumpur, 
home to the iconic Petronas Twin Towers. Rekindle old friend-
ships and make new ones at our Welcome Reception and Gala 
Dinner. To complete your Malaysian experience, opt for our 
not-to-be-missed day trip to the Historical City of Malacca, a 
UNESCO World Heritage site. 

LES Malaysia looks forward to welcoming you to the LES 
Asia Pacific Conference 2015! ■

LES Asia Pacific Regional 
Conference 2015

LES Malaysia

Advancing the Business of Intellectual Property Globally

For registration and program, please visit: lesi.org/events/gtif or www.gtiforum.org

APRIL 14, 2015 • STEIGENBERGER GRANDHOTEL, BRUSSELS
Networking Dinner SOFITEL Brussels Le Louise

#GTIForum

Creating Value in Tomorrow’s Smart Economy: 
Towards 2020 and Beyond

Speakers from: WIPO • WTO • EPO • USPTO • The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 
National Confederation of Industry (CNI) Brazil • Europe Unlimited • Syngenta • Sidley & Austin

CO
NT

IN

UING LEGAL CREDITSCLE
ILL & CA
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      Chairs & Co-Chairs
Audit Peter Hess 
Awards Heinz Goddar
 Thierry Sueur 	
Communications Ned Barlas 	
Education Jeff Whittle
 Rob McInnes 
Endowment Dwight Olson
 Art Rose 
External Relations Patrick O’Reilley 
 Sun Kim 
Investment Yorikatsu Hohokabe 
 Jonas Gulliksson
 Wisam Hirzalla 
IP Maintenance Ron Grudziecki 
Legal  François Painchaud 
 Junichi Yamazaki 
Long-Range Planning  Russell Levine 
Meetings Fiona Nicholson	
Membership Alan Lewis
 Arnaud Michel 
Nominations  Jim Malackowski 

  

              

Industry   
Chemicals, Energy, 
Environmental & Materials Rashid Kahn
 Achim Krebs 
Consumer Products Christopher Shaowei
 Andreas Winkler	
High Tech John Paul
Life Sciences Pamela Cox 

Professional
Copyright Licensing  Michael Lechter 	
Dispute Resolution Tom Filarski 
Industry/University 
Government Transactions Claire Driscoll 
Patent & Tech Licensing Pauline Khor 
Trademarks Martin Schneider
IP Valuation Dwight Olson

Regional
Americas Marcela Trigo de Souza 
Africa and Middle East Mohammed Al-Ansari
 Kevin Dam 
Asia Pacific Audrey Yap
 Junko Sugimura
European Bruno Vandermeulen	

Ad Hoc Committees
Business Forums Bill Elkington 
Global Technology 
Impact Forum Hector Chagoya
 Martin Schneider 

Young Members Congress Tilman Mueller-Stoy
IP Strategy  Subramaniam Vutha 

Licensing And Intellectual
Property Organizations Meetings

For more information on LESI Meetings, go to www.lesi.org

2016
October 23-26
 LES (USA & Canada)
 2016 Annual Meeting
 Vancouver, Canada

2015
March 9-10
	 IP100 Executive Forum
 Arizona Biltmore
 Phoenix, AZ USA

April 10–12
 LESI Management & 
 Delegates’ Meeting (IMDM)
 Brussels, Belgium
April 12–15
 LESI Annual Conference
 Brussels, Belgium
April 14
 LES Global Technology
 Impact Forum (GTIF)
 Brussels, Belgium
April 26
 Around the World with LES
 WIPO’s World IP 
 Observance Day
May 12-14
	 LES Spring Meeting
 La Jolla, CA  USA

October 25-28
 LES (USA & Canada)
 2015 Annual Meeting
 New York, New York USA

LESI Management Committees

LESI Industry, Professional & 
Regional Committees

International Past-Presidents
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1981 S. Heijn
1982 W. Poms
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1984 F. Pombo
1985 M. Ariga
1986 L. Mackey
1987 P. Hug

1988 D. Ryan
1989 K. Payne
1990 J. Portier
1991 F. Noetinger
1992 A. Mifune
1993 L. Evans
1994 O. Axster
1995 N. Jacobs
1996 J. Brown
1997 S. Layton Jr.
1998 R. DeBoos
1999 P. Mandros
2000 H. Goddar
2001 E. Shalloway

2002 T. Sueur
2003 M. Jager
2004 J. Gulliksson
2005 W. Manfroy
2006 P. Chrocziel
2007 R. Grudziecki
2008 C. Fukuda
2009 A. Liberman
2010 P. O’Reilley
2011 A. Lewis
2012 J. Malackowski
2013 K. Nachtrab
2014 Yvonne Chua
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