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18

SCP current agenda

five issues for future work

(i)   exceptions and limitations 
(ii)  quality of patents 
(iii) patents and health 
(iv) transfer of technology 
(v)  client-patent attorney privilege

SCP/32: June, 2020 ?
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Multilateral treaties administered by WIPO on Patents

The Paris 
Convention 

(1883)

The PCT 
(1978)

Strasbourg 
(1971)

The Budapest 
Treaty (1979)

The PLT 
(2000)
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The Paris Convention
This international agreement was the first major step taken to help creators 
ensure that their intellectual works were protected in other countries. I applies to 
industrial property, including patents, utility models and the repression of unfair 
competition. 

Entered into force on March 20, 1883

177 Contracting
States

http://www.wipo.int/treaties/en/ip/paris/

+ WTO Members not parties of 
the Union (see TRIPS Art. 2)

Art. 19 allows “specialized 
agreements” such PCT, PLT, EPC, 
ARIPO, OAPI and EAPC
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The Budapest Treaty
Facilitates the international disclosure of biotechnological inventions 
through the deposit of a microorganism with an international depositary 
authority (IDA)

Entered into force on August 19, 1980

82 Contracting
States

47 IDAs

107,690
Microorganisms 
deposited by 
the end of 2017

http://www.wipo.int/budapest/



WIPO FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

The Patent Law Treaty (PLT)

Entered into force on April 25, 2005 and 
today includes 42 contracting parties

The PLT’s Contribution

• Provides a familiar set of 
patent formalities for easier 
access, enhanced legal 
certainty and reduced cost

• Includes procedures that 
reduce the risk of losses 
due to formalities, including 
relief for missed deadlines 
and reinstatement of rights

Aims to harmonize and streamline of formal procedures with respect to 
national and regional patent applications, making such procedures more 
user friendly. 

http://www.wipo.int/treaties/en/ip/plt/
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The Inventor 
Assistance 

Program (IAP)

Helping under-resourced 
inventors navigate the 

patent system
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In some countries, more than 
half of pro se applications

are abandoned before
substantive examination. 

Their applications get rejected 
purely based on formalities.
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How Inventors qualify for the IAP

basic 
knowledge

of the 
patent system

income
level

eligible 
invention

local resident 
of an IAP 
country

existing patent 
application or 
online course

roughly ~3X 
poverty level

e.g. potential 
commercial impact

varies by country
Colombia
Morocco

Philippines
South Africa

Ecuador
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HOW THE IAP WORKS
H E L P I N G U N D E R R E S O U R C E D
I N V E N T O R S P R O T E C T T H E I R I D E A S

NATIONAL PATENT FILING AND 
PROCEDURE

INVENTOR 
APPLICATION

MATCHMAKING

SCREENING 
BOARD REVIEW

PCT NATIONAL OR REGIONAL 
PHASE ENTRY

PCT INTERNATIONAL FILING 
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Status of the IAP
May 2020

pilot 
program

2015
formal 
launch

2016
inventions 
selected

69
patent 

specialists

138
patents 
granted

6

http://www.wipo.int/iap/
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PARTICIPATING IN THE IAP
A N O V E R V I E W F O R PAT E N T S P E C I A L I S T S

Register to become an IAP volunteer by visiting:

http://www.wipo.int/iap

volunteer search for patent specialist to 
support local filing or PCT national phase

6 months before national 
phase entry deadlines 

volunteer contacted to confirm 
availability and perform conflict check

response requested by 
volunteers in 10 days

relationship between inventor and 
volunteer (and local patent specialist)

local volunteer 
updates case milestones




